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June 

7th - Aussie Sports 5/6     
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Student Free Day 

14th - K/P Transition 2.45-
3.30 ARTS 

17th - Coding Incursion 5/6 

21st - Crazy hair day / Special 

Lunch Order Day 

27th - Parent teacher                  

Interviews 

28th - Last day of term 

Our chooks have arrived!  Last Thursday we were all very 

excited when 5 chickens were delivered to school.  Over 

the past months, the environmental team, with the        

assistance of Paul and Glenn, have worked hard to build 

our chicken coop.  The coop is constructed out of recycled 

and donated materials which kept the cost to a minimum.   

The environmental team continue to do a great job with recycling, collecting 

food scraps for our 

worm farm, planting 

and weeding the   

vegie garden, raking 

and sweeping. 

Watch this space as 

our chickens settle in 

to life at Launch. Ahhh Tissue  

We are coming to that 

cold time of the year 

when tissues are in high 

demand. It would be 

greatly appreciated if 

everyone brought a box 

of tissues in for their 

classrooms. 

. 
Camps, Sports, Excursions Fund – Applications for Second Round  
Applications for the 2019 Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) are open until 
the end of Term 2, (Friday 28th June).  
A payment of $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for eligible sec-
ondary school students is paid directly to the school to be used towards camps, 
sports and excursion costs for the benefit of the student. Families holding a valid 
means-tested concession card are eligible to apply, as well as certain students and 
families that fall in to a special consideration category. 
If you are eligible, please complete a form which is available at the school office.  
We will need to copy your Health Care Card; 
please bring it with you.  
Further information is available on following 
website https://www.education.vic.gov.au/
about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 



Aerobics 

Yesterday we had our state Aerobics competition  at the Geelong Arena. Every person 

from our school that competed did extremely well. We had 2 boys teams performing. 

The Avengers, made up of 3/4 boys, came 4th.  The  Infernos, made up of 5 boys, came 

1st. 

Angus performed his solo and he came 1st. The Titans who are our grade 4 girls came 

1st with the highest score of the day 93.2. Last up for the day was our 5/6 team: The 

Blazin Bullets, and we came 3rd in our section. It was a great day with Awesome        

performances and terrific results. We’re very excited to say that everyone who          

performed yesterday from our school has made it through to the National Finals on the 

Gold Coast in August. We would like to thank all the mums for doing our hair. 

We would like to thank  Miss Nyman and Miss Mackie again for their time and effort; 

you can see it is paying off with the results we all received yesterday. 

By Chelsea S 



Aerobics 

 



 

                                                        Car Parking @ LPPS 

Every now and then it is important to remind our community of safety rules when using school car 

parks.  Some of these include: 

All users of our car park are to be polite and courteous at all times.                                                      

Please give consideration for other users of the car park.  

There is to be no parking on designated walk ways or double yellow lines.  

Yellow lines in the car park are marked for a reason; please do not park car in this area. 

If you have an incident in the car park please inform the office or the other person involved. 

The safety of everyone entering or leaving the school site is of utmost importance. 

Parents and carers are reminded that they are responsible for their children in the car park and they 

should be closely supervised at all times.  

Access for emergency vehicles must be maintained at all times.  

       A new car parking policy will be placed in the newsletter before the end of term. 

                 School Captain’s Report 

Prep:  Last week, we learnt about the letter ‘o’ and how to 

retell a story by focusing on the beginning, middle and 

end. In writing, we created characters for our stories. In 

maths, we looked at different strategies to solve addition 

problems. We are getting better at counting on. We       

enjoyed our first session of PMP.  

 

1/2: In 1/2 last week  we had fun exploring money, learning about seeds and how they 

grow. We’ve been exploring sh words in spelling and becoming a voracious reader. 

We’ve also been learning to put words into alphabetical order. 

 

3/4: In 3/4 we have been looking at symmetry. In 3/4F we drew our faces based on half 

of our  face. In English we have been exploring writing  techniques such as fast writing 

and creating magnificent machines. 

 

5/6: This week in 5/6 we looked at finding the perimeters of shapes . We enjoyed        

designing and flying paper planes and measuring the distance that they flew. We    

completed a worksheet in Café, about a chosen character in our class novel “Mr 

Terupt Falls Again”. 



Student Awards 

 

 

  Name  Award 

00M Ollie M 

Tayla C 

For trying hard to write about your character. 

For passing to the next level in Blitzmasters. 

1/2C Mathew S For trying his best. 

3/4C Justin T 

Matilda B 

For trying really hard with his handwriting. 

For coming to school ready to learn. 

3/4M Taylor M 

Maleyah S 

For excellent reading and focus in guided reading. 

For speedy recall in times tables challenges. 

5/6H Jake C 

Hannah B 

Andrew B 

Bailey T 

Miranda B 

For doing an amazing job in essential assessment this week. 

For working hard and being a productive member of our class. 

For trying really hard out side your comfort zone. 

For being such a kind and caring student in class. 

For always trying her best. 

5/6L Josh S 

Taleisha B 

Summer D 

Max B 

For writing an excellent narrative about a Robot. 

For displaying excellent work habits. 

For consistently displaying excellent work habits. 

For good work in maths. 

5/6R Luca L 

Zara R 

For showing a more positive attitude towards his learning. 

For showing more resilience and a positive attitude to her learning. 



School Council President’s Report 

School council recently met for the first of our Term 2 meetings. On average, school council will meet twice each 
term.  Usual business includes updates on the financial position of the school, policy review and development and 
discussion of the direction in which the school is heading.  As the Principal of LPPS, Narelle Messerle presents a re-
port at each meeting outlining a general oversight of the running of the school, including upcoming staff leave and / 
or changes, building development updates and feedback from each of the surveys conducted on the school       
community (students, parents and staff).  The Principal will also provide information to the school council after 
events such as the School Review.  The school review occurs every four years and provides and in depth analysis of 
how the school is operating and how it can be improved going forward.    

 

At Launching Place Primary School, we are very fortunate to have enthusiastic and proactive staff who undertake 
numerous professional development opportunities, continually increasing their knowledge and skills and, in turn, 
increasing the quality of teaching available to our students.  Our annual parent and student survey results consist-
ently show a high satisfaction with the school, particularly in areas of educational opportunities, being heard and 
feeling safe.  Despite not being a school that ‘teaches to NAPLAN’, the LPPS NAPLAN results consistently show high-
er than average growth when compared with like schools    Unfortunately, when considering which school to enrol 
your child at, the aesthetic appearance of a school may play a large role in your final decision.  As the saying goes, 
‘first impressions count’.  

 

In light of this, over the past two years, the LPPS school council has had an increased focus on improving the       
facilities and technology available to our students, whilst continuing to provide a quality education.  Being a smaller 
public school, we are limited by budget constraints. We are lucky to have many parents and staff who have assisted 
in the projects that have been undertaken recently.  Without fundraising, donations and the help of volunteers, we 
would be far more limited in what we could achieve.   

 

Some of the projects over the past few years include: 

Transition from leased technology to school-owned. 

Purchase of new laptops and ipads  

Improved façade Carter St entrance (new fence, low maintenance gardens, pruning) 

Replanting and improvement of appearance of tiered gardens near GP room (unfortunately, this did not last due to 
plants being damaged when the tiered gardens were used as a ‘shortcut’) 

New sign on Warburton Hwy 

New electronic sign at Carter St entrance 

Roof repairs and maintenance 

Replacement / Upgraded heating in some classrooms 

Implementation of Compass (continuing process) 

Upgraded / improved tiered steps to both the netball and basketball courts (thank you to Andrew Smith and help-
ers) 

Upgraded / repaired ramp access to hex building (thank you Glenn, Paul and helpers) 

Plumbing works and repainting of boys toilets. 

 

Increasing the focus on sustainability through initiatives such as Garden to Kitchen, depending on grant approval, 
financial constraints and procedural limitations. 

  

We are always open to new ideas.  If you have an idea as to how the school can be improved, please drop a note in 
the suggestion box near the main office.  If you have any questions or concerns about the updates and changes 
within the school, please make an appointment to discuss these with Ms Messerle. 

  

 



 

                                                        Canteen Update 

Lunch orders are going well with the new system on Thursdays. 

Please do not staple the bag or sticky tape the bags for the lunch  

orders as this makes it hard to keep the bag in good condition for the 

children’s lunches.  

Upper Yarra always send extra items in case of any mistakes with 

lunch orders. Most children are happy with some sort of alternative. 

If your child has not received an item or it has not been replaced with something else, 

you can write a note and put it on the next week’s lunch bag. 

I hope this is helpful.  Please call the office if you have any further questions. 

 

Reduced environmental footprint through encouragement to reduce rubbish along with implementation of 
compost and chicken food bins in each classroom.  These are used in the school veggie garden and to the feed 
the school chickens (thank you Paul, environment club and environment team) 

The vision for the future includes: 

A natural playground garden near the basketball courts – this is possible due to Michaela Pyne obtaining a grant 
from Ribbons of Green. 

An improved multi-purpose space in the courtyard area between reception and the library / art rooms thanks to 
the fundraising efforts of the P&F.  Initially, the aim was to cover the lower netball courts to provide an outdoor 
area that could be used for school gatherings as well as sports during extreme weather.  Unfortunately, the cost 
of this is prohibitive.  Plan B will give our school a much needed facelift whilst providing a functional space for 
the students. 

Upgrades to the main building, including removal of the hall to increase size of the GP room.  This project is a 
part of the building upgrades fund and will be commenced in the second half of this year. 

Cheers 

  

Gemma Wynd 

School Council 
President 



 



 

 

Sustainability Update 

LPPS have been actively working towards achieving a sustainability rating.  This has involved improvements to 

our school grounds and waste disposal systems, including; 

 Worm farm – which now takes food waste from the classrooms 

 Chicken coop – which will house chickens who will happily gobble more food scraps 

 Wildlife nest boxes – to support our native wildlife, including possums, gliders and birds, in the school 

grounds 

A big thank you to Paul Traynor and Glenn Waterhouse who have done a lot of this in their own time. 

We strongly encourage Nude Food 

to reduce the amount of waste produced 

and keep our school grounds clean 

 

Playground Update 

As mentioned last year LPPS is taking part in Yarra Ranges Council’s, Ribbons of Green Project with 

300 native plants to be provided to our school.  We are very excited to report they will be arriving 

soon.  We would love volunteers to assist with planting.  If you are interested, please leave your 

name and number at the office. 

We are also still desperate for mulch, 

so if you know any arborists or tree 

loppers please send them our way. 

A special thanks to one of our school dads, 

Paddy Thompson, who has volunteered 

his time and expertise to plan the 

landscaping for these plants, around the 

basketball court (as pictured).  The plans 

incorporate an outside classroom and 

have been carefully considered to control 

water flow down the slope. 

Another school dad, Hayden Finnis, 

deserves a big thank you for accessing an 

excavator to help with the works and 

locating rocks for the project.  Hayden will 

be doing excavations this coming weekend 

and a perimeter will be taped around 

excluding children from the area 

temporarily. 

 

 



OSHC 



Woolworths Earn and Learn 
It is that time of the year again when Woolworths run their Earn and Learn program.  It’s easy to 
get involved: 
1. Shop at Woolworths and you’ll get 1 Earn & Learn Sticker for 

every $10 you spend.  
2. Stick them onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet. 

You can pick one up from any Woolworths store. 
3. Once you’ve filled your Sticker Sheet, pop it into the  Collec-

tion Box in front of the school office or in the box at Wool-
worths Yarra Junction or Seville.  

4. Earn and Learn will run until June 25th. 
The more stickers we collect the more learning resources we can 
obtain.  Thank you for your help with this worthwhile program. 
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Reminders 

Healthy food helps stimulate a child’s 
brain so they can work to their fullest         
potential. It all starts with breakfast.            
At LPPS, we believe in a healthy start to the 

day.   Breakfast Club is available to all students and is completely free. Students meet in 
the canteen for cereal, toast, fruit and baked beans.   

The program runs between 8.10 am to 8:40am, every Tuesday and Thursday.  

We hope to see you there!! 

Reporting Hazards 

We are continually looking at ways to im-

prove our school grounds and keep our  

students safe when playing outside.  Quite 

often parents report things which they  

notice such as a nail poking out, broken 

boards etc.  To streamline this process, a 

Report Book has been placed in the foyer 

near the COMPASS iPAD.  Please write any 

concerns that you have regarding our yard.  

We will endeavour to fix problems asap. 

Thank you for your help with this process. 
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